
THESfORY OF THE MAGIC CITY.
A Population of 400 in 1881; in

1892, 25,000.
The El 1storv of the City Uiletly Bketclied

and the Forces That Have llcou Mi>it

Powerful to tlio Work I»isnissi«d--A

Simple Statement of Convincing Fueta
Tellllic What Koanoke la To-«luy.
interesting statistic* That Arc Worth

Any One's Attention.Some Iteasons
Why Koanoke Kxlsts ami Why It In

Only at the Beginning of a Brighter
ami More Wonderful Caroer.

Ten yoars ago tho sight of the build¬
ing from which this paper is issued was

a marshy swamp. Tho rolling hills sur¬

rounding it were covered by the native
forests and growing wheat fields.

Strictly speaking tho history of Roa¬
noke dates from February 3, lSSL', when
this place of destiny throw asido the old
name of Big Lick for tho moro eupho¬
nious and moaning name of Roanoke.
About tho time tho town of Roanoke
was chartered by an art of tho legisla¬
ture, an era of progress dawned upon
this region, the history of which is in¬
separably linkt d with tho history of the
Sbenandoah Valley railroad.

l'rior to this timo Rig Lick was a

sleepy, easy-going, old-time Virginia
village, with a population of '100 people,
dependent entirely upon tho small trade
of the agricultural population of the
surrounding country.
The Sbenandoah Valley railroad was

projected as early as 1S07. and, after
overcoming various difltcultles, the first
train from liagerstown ran into Roan¬
oke dune 10, 1SS2. The old Atlantic.
Mississippi and Ohio railroad has been
purchased and reorganized into the Nor¬
folk and Western by tho same capital¬
ists who projected and built tho Sbenan¬
doah Valley road, and they wore practi¬
cally under the same management. The
headquarters of this new railroad sys¬
tem were removed to Roanoke, and tho
young city immediately t came thecen-
ter of one of the most iin«h rtant railroad
systems of the South. ""ho Roanoke
Machine Works, with a capital of $.*>,-
000.000, were immediately erected, and
soon tbo easy-going o'd village of Uig
Lick was transformed into the live,
active and progressing city of Roanoke.
The Roanoke Land and Improvement

Company was organized and did much
to promote the growth of the new city.
One indtibtry followed another, con¬

stantly increasing tho population. The
different lines ol business made neces¬

sary were rapidly til'ed, and by lsSI,
Roanoke was a city o! such modern
improvements as gas and electric lights,
a system of water works and such other
improvements as it were possible to
construct in t-o snort a time.
Early in lss4 Roanoke was chartered

as a city and tho Hustings Court was

established. The city government was

materially strengthened in dillerent
.departments with a new charter. While
there was some depression in 1S84, by
conservative management of her enter¬

prises, she fully held her own and
made some substantial progress. From
1SS5 on her career has he.^n one of con¬

stant growth. Among tho ;dUStries
that were soon completed were tho twin
furnaces of the Crozer Iron Company,
the American Rridge and Iron Works,
the Rolling Mills and other small in¬
dustries. A street railway company
was organized and a system of horse
cars put on tho streets. A dummy line
was constructed to Vinton, two miles
distant, and afterwards to Salem, a dis¬
tance of seven miles.

In tbo course of events such needed
institutions as banks were supplied,and
have constantly grown until Roanoke
to-day boasts of admirable banking fa¬
cilities.
Not long after Roanoke began to en¬

joy the fruits of the completion of the
Shenandoah Valley railroad, tho con¬
struction of tho Roanoke and Southern
from Winston, N. C, was projected. A
company was organi/.ed and after con
siderable delay work was begun at Win¬
ston, and fourteen miles of road from
Winston to Walnut Covo, connecting
with the Capo Fear and Yadkin Valley
road, was put in operation in June, 1889
The work progressed slowly but trains
are now running from Roanoke to Win
ston. Shortly after the road was opened
the Norfolk and Western leased it for a

period of 090 years.
There are certain forces and agencies

that have been suiliciently prominent
in bringing about tho events of tho last
decade to demand s»ecial attention.
One of these is the joint stock land com¬
pany. The foster company was the
Roanoke Land and Improvement Com¬
pany, but many larger and more impor¬
tant have followed. While these com¬

panies are business enterprk.-s, their
sole object is not the buying of land at
a low price and selling it a higher one.
A large part of the capital of them is
set apart for inducing now industries to
locate hero, and in this way manyj.of
the most important manufacturing es¬
tablishments have been si cured.
The vf^ar 1800 was the great boom

year of this entire siction, and while
Roanoke's history has be» n one of con¬
stant and rapid growth, thatjear sr
out most prominently in the extent of
the operations in cti'Tf rent lines.
Roanoke is no> nor never has been a

boom town in the general acceptation of
that term. If its growth has l>. en won
.derful. and speculation in real estate ex .

tensive, the rapid rist> in prices has not
been produced by any material Caust¦-.
but has had for its basis a busv, produ
cing population, constantly increasing.
The standard by which boom towns
measure their success is the ext. tit of
real estate transactions, and according
to this Roanoke heads the list o< 1.,
towns if any one per-Uts in calling it
such. In 1800 the real ^(ittto transfers
according f> the r< cord* in tl'.e ollic-
theclerk of the il isting*'C >urt »mo <>t

ed to SIT,000,0i i! in round nuui

Chattanooga, Tonn., is ono of i/bo most
active of Southern cities, and its roal
estate sales for tho same period amount¬ed to 80,000,000.
This is only a small part of tho

achievements of 1800. Tho total num¬
ber of 3ompanies organized for dilToront
purposes was 132, with an aggregatocap¬
ital of slO.000,000. More than §2,000,-
000 was put in buildings. Among tho
most important buildings was tho com¬
pletion of tho Ponce do Loon Hotel, Ho
tel Roanoko aud somo scoro or more of
tho handsomest residences in tho city.
Many of tho best business buildings in
the city wero erected during this year.
Among tho manufacturing establish¬

ments completed tho Virginia Ltrewory
and tho blast furnace of tho lloanoko
Iron Company wero tho most important.
The Hoanoko Dovolopmont Company,

organizod about two years ago, has
demonstrated its importance as a factor
in tho advancement of tho growth of
Hoanoko. Streets havo been constructed
through a largo part of its oxtensivo
property and threo bridges built across
Roanoke river. Throo largo plants,
thoso of tho Norwich Lock Manufac
turing Company of Roanoko, tho Duvail
Engine Works and tho Hridgowater Car¬
riage Works.
Tho Virginia Rlankot Mills has also

boon secured to locate on this property.
Thoso industries will employ altogothor
about 700 operatives.
RoanoKe has been airectod by tho

financial depression from which the
whole country has suffered for the last ton
months, as have most localities, though
there aro but a few communities that
havo stood tho depression so well. Tho
era of active and extensive speculation,
which immediately preceded tho close¬
ness in tho money market, wore sulli-
ciont causo for fearing serious results,
but not a single disastrous failure has
occurred. Roanoke has weathered the
storm so far. not. only holding her own,
but making rapid strides forward.
While there has not been that active
speculation and extensive enterprise
that marked tho preceding year, the
year 1802 will result in scarcely less for
the substantial progress of the city than
the eventful year of 1S00. Thoro is
nothing to which Roanoke can point
with moro just pride that her achieve¬
ments since business thioughont tho
civilized world was stagnatod by the
threatened panic in tho great money
centers. Roanoko can well afford to
havo the record to bo published to the
world.
Early in January, ism, Congress ap¬

propriated $75,000 for tho erection of a
public building. Many who had made
money in tho preceding year started the
new year wiih plans to put their ac¬
cumulations into buildings. While
building operations would have been
moro active if money had boon easier,
still tho attention of tho investor has
been directed moro to permanent im¬
provements than real estato speculation.
Tho class of buildings has constantly
improved from the beginning of Roan-
oko's growth, and this improvement is
more noticeable now than at any pre¬
vious perioddn tho history of tho city.
Scarcely loss houses in number will bo
erected this year than last, and when
the record of 1802 is made up the in¬
dications are that it will show more
money put in buildings during 1392
than in 1801.
Early in the year, too, tho Roanoke

Development Company began its nego¬
tiations for industrial plants with the
remarkable success already noted. Re¬
sides tho four largo plants,two of which
aro noaring completion on tho property
of this company, tbo plate and muck
bar mills of tho Roanoke Iron Company
have been erected and put in operation,
although at the present timo tboy are
shut down, ow'ing to the dullness in the
iron market. Toe cold storage plant
has been constructed. Improvements
have been made at the Crozer Eurnaejs.
The blacksmith shop of the Roanoke
Machine Works and tho same depart¬
ment of the American Rridge Works
havo beon rebuilt. Tho Monitor Steam
Generator Company will soon begin tho
erection of an extensive factory on the
Columbia Land Company's property.The Norfolk and Western is working on
the belt lino that is to extend around
the southern border of the city.

(>f tho buildings recontly completed
the most costly is tho Terry building,
on the corner of Jefferson and Campbell
streets. This magnificent stone and
brick structure, is seven stories
high, and co t $125,0o0. It is tho hand
somest ollice building in Virginia. A
number of handsome business buildings
havo boon erected this year. This has
been a church building year. Tho Lu¬
therans aro erecting a magnificent stone
structure at a cost of 800,000; tho Rap-
tists have completed a $35,000 church
and aro erecting another one to cost the
samo amount; the Episcopal Church is
erecting a 840,000 stono church and
rectory. Tho Southern Methodists
have built one small chtitch at a cost of
SI,800; erected a taberhaclo at a cost of
$2,000, and aro building a 810,000
church; tho Methodist Episcopal church
has repaired and improved its house of
worship.
A start has been made for tho needed

public improvements. Early last yoar
the freeholders of the city voted 8125,
00 ) in bonds for streets, sowers, public
buildings and the lire department. The
framewell electric fire alarm system has
been put in p>ace and the apparatus of
the department improved. Over seven
miles of streets are now being maoad-
amiztdand some of the leading streets
aro soon to be paved with vitrified
brick. Work is also about to be com
menced on a sower system.With some idea of what Kig Lick was
and the foregoing sketch of the rise
and growth of Roanoke, the reader maybe given a reasonably accurate idea of
the rapid progress of tho city by a state¬
ment of what Roanoke is to-day.It is a city of 25,000 people, situated
between tho Valley of tho Roanoke
river which skirts its southern border,
midway between tho Hl- o Ridge and
Alleghany mountains, at tho natural
gateway of the far famed valley of the
Sh'euaT.'Joah. b'rom it*» hill tops and
the summit of Mill Moi ntain that straysentinel that rises abriiotly in tho val¬
ley just across tho rive'.- from the city,
may be seen all the beauty and mag
ni licence of mountain scenery that the
eye delights to lock upon. At an elo
vation of 907 feet above tho level of
the sea. and with cooling mountain
hre» /.es, Roanoko is free from the ex¬
treme heat. The mountains surrounding
it break olf tbo rigors of the northern
winds of winter. The averigo tempera¬
ture is degrees. To add to its health
*u ni-ss, it has tho finest water supply
,n the world. A largo spring bursts forth
from the foot of Mill Mmntain in a
>tr<-am largo enough to supply a city of
l< 0.000 proplo. Two steam pumps not

thirty yards from the spring forco tho
pure cold water immediately to the city,
a large reservoir on tho mountain side
holding a reserve supply.
Roanoko has Qnn railroad facilities.

As tho contor of tho Norfolk and YVost-
tern railroad system, and tho construc¬
tion of tho Baltimore and Ohio or tho
Chcsapeako and Ohio to Roanoke, ono
of which is inevitable, i; will greatlyadd to tho importance of tho city as a
railroad center. Is is, too, only a ques¬
tion of a short time when the Norfolk
and Western will have an independent
line into Washington. D. C.
Tho assessed valuation of real ostato

in l.SSO was 8353,304. In 1892 it was
813,045,425. Tho capital in businoss
on which liconso is paid, is si,600,000.
Tho iron industry is the chief impe¬

tus to tho growth of tho city. Tho va¬
rious manufacturing enterprises em¬
ploy 3,000 people, and thoso in course of
construction will add another thousand
to tho number. Tho annual amount
paid out to wago earners is moro than
85,000,000.
Tho capital invested in manufactur¬

ing enterprises is ?s,rj.">,000, and in land
companies, in round nMtnbors SI 1,000.-
000.
Roanoko has oight building and loan

associations, with a subscribed capital
of S3,000,000.
Tho banking capital amounts to S2,-

000,000, and tho banking institution of
tbo city did a business in lS'.io amount¬
ing to 85,000,000.
Tho twenty-two religious congrega¬

tions, representing tho Catholic, Luth¬
eran, Methodist, Episcopalian, Presby¬
terian, Hapcist, United Krothron and
Christian denominations, bavo ovor
4,000 communicants, and the church
property is valuod at 8100,000.
Tho city is surrounded by a fertile

agricultural region, Roanoko county
producing tbo tlnest wheat of any part
of Virginia. Roanoko is fast growing in
importance as a wheat market and its
flouring mills now turn out 350 barrels
of flour daily.
Tho public schools havo grown with

thu city. Tho lirst ward building is a
har.dsotno two story structure with ac¬
commodations for 500 pupils. Tho third
ward and colored school buildings aro
neat and comfortable brick houses.
The school board has rented two build¬
ings and established schools to meet
tho growing noeds of tho city. Thofroo-
holders voted 875,000 in bonds last
spring fur school buildings, and for tho
improvement of tho school facilities.
Tho live schools with twenty eight
teachers, now havo about 1,500 pupils
enrolled.
That Roanoko will continuoits quick¬

step march on tho highway of progress,
is evident to every ono who is acquainted
with its surroundings, its achievements
and its opportunities.

11 requires no long drawn logical ar¬

gument to convince tho str >ngcr of this.
If the simple statement of thu facts will
not convince, a visit to Roanoko and a
close examination of tho causes which
havo led to its growth and its present
condition will.
Tho oarly promoters of the develop¬

ment of tbo Valley and Southwest Vir¬
ginia did not in too beginning antici¬
pate tho wonderful success that has
crowned their efforts. Rut now they
look forward to still greater things than
tho past has revealed. Tho capitalists
comprising tho Norfolk and Western
syndicate havo beon tbo leaders, not
only in Roanoko but throughout tho en-
tiro section that has been invigorated
with now life.
When they first put their money into

this region ten yoars ago Roanoko was
immediately mado tho center of all
thoir operations and has been thoir
especial favorite. There has been no
mushroom growth, ani the men who
bavo made Roanoko substantial with
their millions, have millions moro to
insure tho continued growth of tho city.
Tho people who havo beon attracted

horo by tho enterpries of tho capitalists
have united for tho general good in
every enterprise, and filled their places
well as factors in what has been accom¬
plished.
Roanoko has reached that point whore

it is not so much dependent upon out¬
side capital, but this makes the induce¬
ment for the investor still greater. The
industries that aro established, with the
raw material almost at their doors, will
sustain a population of 35,000. Should
no more industries bo secured tho city
will, in a few yoar3, reach this popula-
ion. But it will not stop horo.
Tho industries that will start up with

in the near future will create a demand
for others. As the mineral rosources
aro devoloped tho iron industries al¬
ready established must of necessity in¬
crease their capacity, and now ones
will spring up.
Tho completion of tho Roanoko and

Southern and tho construction of the
Raltimoro and Ohio or Chesapeake and
Ohio to Roanoko will enable the city to
extend her trade, and will add to her
territory new Holds of raw material,
adding industry after industry, nnd in¬
creasing the inducements that have al¬
ready led Northern manufacturers to
soek this more favorable locality.
The possibilities of Roanoke cannot

be comprehended, for they aro limited
only by tho enterprise and energy of
her citizons, who have never yet been
ballled by tho size of tho pocket books
and bank accounts of the thousands that
havo put their dollars in Roanoke, and
tho thousands that will soon follow the
footstops of the»r wiser follow citizens;
and by tho extent of tho wonderful re¬
sources of her adjacent territory that
are yet unknown. Bba8 r~i
A strong board of trade has recently

boon organized with W. E. Deaton. as
president and it promises to aid very
materially in the futuro advancement
of the Magic City.

Worth Knowing.
many thousand people found a friend

in Aunt Fanny's Health Restorer.
If you havo never used this great spe-

cilie for the prevailing malady of the
age. Dyspepsia, Liver Complaint, Rheu¬
matism, Costiveness, Nervous Bxhaus
tion. Nervous Prostration, Sleeplessness
and all diseases arising from derange-
tnent of tho stomach, liver and kidneys,
we would be pleas -d to givo you a pack¬
age of this great nerve tonic free of
charge. Christian & Rarbeo.

A North Amerlcxu Product.
Ask for "North AmerioV tobacco. It

is made of lino 11 'tiry c unity leaf and
has no superior. Trv it. Huff, Andrew
& Thomas, wholesale agents.

English, French and (lermin tea.
dinner and toi.Ot set*; our own imports
tion in newest shapes and decoration*
at the E. II. Stewart Furniture t ora
pany.

_^_

CorviNo, enlarging, exi snots, dl lounger's.

T. JEFFERSON COOLIDGE.
Successor or Mr. ltelU as InlteU States

Minister ut I'Urts.
The president has appointed Mr. T.Jefferson Coolidgc, of Boston, to suc¬

ceed Mr. Whltclaw Heid as ruiuisterof the United States to Paris. Mr.
Coolidge was placed in nomination for
the office by the republicans of thoNew England delegation iu congress,hut. as he is comparatively unknown in
public life, tho possibility of his ap¬pointment, says Harpers Weekly, was
not more than mentioned in tho news¬
papers. He has held only two publicposts.park commissioner of Bostonand delegate to the recent Pan-Ainer-

T. JEFFERSON COOLIDG

lean congress. lie is a little moro than
sixty years old, and a native of Hoston,where, in business and society, he has
been prominent for thirty-five years.His grandfather was Thomas Jefferson,
tho lirst minister to France after tho
formation of the United States.
Mr. Coolidgc was graduated from

Harvard, and then spent some time in
Europe. Returning homo, be entered
into tho East India trado, in which he
prospered. In 1858 he became the pres¬ident of the Booth ManufacturingCompany, with largo cotton-mills at
Lowell. The affairs of this company
wero not in good financial condition
when Mr. Coolidgc took charge, but in
the course of several years ho estab¬
lished the business upon a sound
footing. Then ho went to
Franco, and lived there for threo
years, acquiring during this resi¬
dence a proficiency in tho French lan-
guago that will be of great value to
him in his new capacity. When he
came back to America ho took chargoof tho Lawronco Manufacturing Com¬
pany-, and built up a small business into
a very large one. In 18S0 ho gavo upmanufacturing and became presidentof (ho Atcbison, Topeka & Santo Fe
railroad. Ho helped this company out
of very serious financial straits, and
then for a littlo while was president of
tho Oregon Railway & NavigationCompany. When ho retired from this
company he resumed the financial man¬
agement of several New England cot¬
ton mills, and in these he is still inter¬
ested.
Tho new minister has never been

prominent in politics, though always a
stanch republican. Iiis son, T. Jef¬
ferson Coolidge, Jr., was ono of thr
leading spirits in the establishment of
tho Young Men's Democratic club ol
Massachusetts, and there was in conse¬
quence somo misunderstanding as to
the father's position. The elder Cool¬
idge 6Ct this at rest by contributing to
the election of Mr. Harrison. Mr. Cool¬
idgc has been promiuent in the publiccharities of Hoston. At Harvard he
erected the Physical Research labora¬
tory, and gavo to the town of Man¬
chester a public library. Mr. Coolidge
has rather a soldierly bearing, and in
society is ono of the most popular mer
in New England.

THE BRITISH BUILDING.
Mow England Will Ito Housed at the Chi¬

cago Imposition.
The first building to be erected at

Jackson park by a foreign nation, say-stho Chicago Inter Ocean, will be that of
Croat Britain, the plans for which have
just been brought from England byCol. G. R. ürover, of the royal engi¬
neers.
The building wns designed by Col. R.
W Edis, and will be erected at once by
Oeorge A. Fuller & Co. It will be a
very good typical specimen of a pic¬
turesque "half-timbered" English home
of the century during which Columbus
made his famous voyage. In outward
appearance it will not be particularly
attractive, being solidly constructed of
red bricks, timbers aud yellow terra

ENGLAND'S WORLD'S FAIR BUILDING.

cotta. The red tile roof will not add
to its beauty. But what it will lack in
outward appearance will more than be
made up by tbe beauty of the furnish¬
ings. The Queen Ann cottage which
England erected for the centennial was
not perfect in outline, but its inside ar¬
rangement did approach perfection.
And so it may be with the building to
be erected for the fair.
The ".half-timbered" mode of con¬

structing domestic buildings in Great
Britain commenced about the reign of
Henry VIII. (1486-1500), on arcvival of
the use of brick, which had lain dor¬
mant for a thousand years; but timber
was not much used for tho external
construction of houses in Great Britain
alter the reign of Queen Elizabeth
11558-1003), on account, it is believed, of
the increased demand of timber for tbe
navy. The homo of the British royalcommission will bo located on the lake,
between tho shore and tbe main publio
boulevard, just north of the north out¬
let from tho lagoon, so that tho union
jack will float in friendly proximity to
the stars and stripes of tho good shipIllinois.

ROAtö OKE, VA.
This important and successful Roanoke enterprisedeserves especial praise. The Export Beer for shipping,Lager for the general trade, and Wuerzburger for familyuse as a tonic, are deservedly popular and the demand forthem increasing daily. The Virginia Brewing Companyhas established agencies at Pocahontas, Lynchburg andStaunton, in Virginia, and at Winston, N. C, from whichorders may be filled, as well as the home office. Theproduct of this brewery has no superior on the market.A trial order always leads to regular patronage. Pure malt

j and hops alone used in making beer. No poisonous ingre*clients allowed by the management. Send in a trial order. a

REPASS, DAYIS & CO.,
:s07 SALEM AVENUE S. W.,

ROANOKE, VA.
DEALERS IN

...-L \

i Fine Marble Work, Granite Monuments,
Iron Fencing, etc.

All kinds of Cemetery work doue on short notice.

Building marble, sawed and dressed stone for buildingsconstantly on hand. Fine marbleized Tennessee mantels.Marble hearths, tiling, etc., on short notice. d

Roanoke Grocery and Milling Company,
Wholesale Grocers and Merchant Millers,

Roanoke, Va.
CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. d

Tie BrMpwater Carriage Worts,
ROANOKE, VA.,

Are reducing stock by offering a large lot of Buggies,Phaetons, Rockelets, Carriages, etc., at greatly reducedprices. Send your repairs to us. ,1

R. U. DENNIS. O. W. TRUITT. .1. C. DENNIS.

DENNIS, TRUITT & CO.,
MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS IN

Kiln-dried North Carolina
PINE LUMBER,Rough and Dressed.
XrSitli.ee and Sl^Irxgrles.Oflioo: No. 101 Campbell street (TlMRS Building).Yards: Cor. Sovonth street and Ernest avenue.

Telephone: Otllce, 189; yard, 151.
Special prices on Lumber, otc, in carload lots.

P. O. box 302

J. \V. t'oON, Hrodtlent. A. s. Asnannv, Ylor-rrcjlclpnt. j. (.'. d.vvExronr, Cashier.

COMMERCIAL NATIONAL BANK,
ROANOKE

Capital, $100,000.
V A .

Surplus, $30,000,
Does a gonoral banking business. Accounts of corporations and llrms solicited.

Intorest paid on deposits.
Directors: A. S. Asberry. C. Markley. B. F. Ntninger, J. W. Coon, C. H.Cocko, M. M. Rogers, J. M. Watts, J. M. Maiigus, .Ino. E. Renn, J. ti. Llgon,J R. Ii. Woodrum.

(. Condition Monday, May 23, 1803.
iiksoukcks.

Loans and discounts..
United States bonds.
Due from banks.

I.IAHH.ITIKS.«^r"H*" ^^^9*J*
5230,710 30 Capital. 8100,000 00

.35.000 00
S7.037 7S

Surplus. 30,000 00
Undivided. 12.04S 81Casl, . 51,250 00 Circulation. 23,350 00
Deposits. 275,745 10
Due to banks.

8444,508 OS

3,454 Od

8444.508 0*

TO SELL ANDSLOAN.
litt; 'I SIMMONSf&1 TINSLBY,

Real Estate Agents,
No ioS Jefferson Street, Roanoke, Va.

Improved'and unimproved property for sa'e in e\ery^.^'part of Roauoke on easy teims.

$20,000 $20,000
Twenty thousand doU.trs to loan on Roanoke real estate.

We have arranged tojprocure money tp erect a house
on lets purchased from ui. *


